D CHRISTIANITY

ular government is a problem for any religion and jts |y
sec ally concentrate at least in part on i

Governments norm - h
perhaps some economic 1ssues such as provigjg,,

Relationship with
ers (and vice versa)

: ice, and )
of war and ela;.:ll::l’liirl éusuce nection do these functions and the peo-
ing cities or

ple responsible for them have with the P‘“’Ploscs Of;ih.f:nazrdize.d :Y l'-eligio?a
What if a government does not attend prol')el' y tO re glfﬁ : is hostile to 2
Or, from a government standpoint, what if religious officials seem to be falling
down on the job or interfering with obviously s.ecular f:oncerns? The Chinese
government ultimately turned against Buddhism in the ninth century, because it
felt it must protect the primacy of loyalties to the state. Issues of this sort were
different from leading political ideals in the classical period, when except in In-
dia religion was less prominent. One change was clear: no Christian or Muslim
ruler could claim he was god, unlike some Romans and as opposed to the Chi-
nese Son of Heaven concept.
Early on Christian leaders had faced the issue of what to do about the state.

As he tried to spread the new religion to a wide audience, Paul stressed the im-
portance of obeying government authorities even though the chief interests of
the good Christian centered on divine power (see chapter 6). As the Christian
church developed in Western Europe, with officials and institutions independent
they had a religious role to l: St(l d o ers Christian political leaders thouglft
power); church leaders migll)lt )\rw Tl might .“_’mt to use religion to bolster their
secular control, elcome political support but would often fear

The rapid ri
apid rise of Islam, following Muhammad’s formulation of the religio®

early in the seve
nth .
century, raised broadly similar concerns. Here was another

religion devoted ¢
pale by Comparis:nl.:h;efower and glory of God; purely political purposes would

legalistic im

pulse, Th ;

lah, contained a host zflizi‘ani' Whmh_ Muhammad presented as the word of Al
s for family and business behavior. Further religio®
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concerns. not be distracted by political

The following passages present som
c e of th Y
they took shape in the postclassical period e Christian and Muslim views as

are different. The differences reflected vari » and suggest on balance that they

M . » ations i . .
also had huge implications concerning the power l:ftflf two religions, but they
subsequently. e state—at the time and

Questiom

1. What were the main differences in the ways Christian and Muslim thinkers
defined the state in its relationship to religion? What state functions would

both religions agree on? How does the existence of a separate church differen-
tiate the Christian from the Muslim approach?

2. Might Muslims disagree about the state’s relation to religion in ways at all
similar to the postclassical Christian debate? Did Islam impose any limits on
a good ruler?

3. What would a Muslim think of the Christian debate about papal versus im-
perial power?

4. In the final analysis, are there major differences between Christian and Mus-
lim definitions of a good ruler? Do the religions differ in their beliefs about

what to do if a ruler is bad?

For Further Discussion

1. Why did both Christian and Muslim leaders
most all circumstances? s
2. Which approach, the Christian or the Muslim,
ble government? oo . 1
3. Are differences between Christian and Muslim Pol:tl';lal “ﬁ:}uoﬁ:grc:?l:h:
as both traditions were—still visible in the world o a}tf;e We);t? What state
Christian ideas help explain 2 limited state ?;n;eft in
: st
concept most logically follows from Muslim 1

urge obedience to the state in al-

would produce more responsi-
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-MuLk
A MusLIM vVigw: NIZAM AL

crat who served sultans for the Seljuk T“l'ks

i hen the Selj
Nizam ab- . the eleventh century> f 2 tisua Whan G4 Seihle Contro]j,,

: bit later opposed .

i the Seljuks who 2 € Chrig.

e Eas';l(ll'tsv:raesatise in some Ways .resemb!es *hoeiof Works
adcs)' 1 1 10 Please k]_ngs. KJng—please: treatiSes

designe
chroughout history that were designit get and keep power and generally insig,

. ﬂl m how to . )
fastered rule b};t:lll:: %o tl:eir people. But this was @ Muslim statement, ang Te-
their impo

ing on :n the kinds of responsibilities and restraints Nizagy

ligion is very much present :.name of God. The document refers to the title calip},

ol Maulk insists upon in o mmad’s Arab successors, who claimed wide religjq,,

Mub:;
s by tl(;edli’llzfshit fr equentlY inVOkes the hOIY bOOk e Quran (Koran).
POWCI‘S an »

e God (be He exalted) chooses one member of the human rag,
m d endowed him with kingly virtues, entrusts him with the i
being of His servants; He charges that person to cloge

he doors of corruption, confusion and discord, and He. imparts t him such. d_[gmty
t Z majesty in the eyes and hearts of men, that under his just rule they may live their
an

lives in constant security and ever wish for his reign to continue. -
, Whenever—Allah be our refugel—there occurs any disobedience or disregard

of divine laws on the part of His servants, or any failure in devotion and attention to
the commands of The Truth (be He exalted), and He wishes to chasten them and
make them taste the retribution for their deeds—may God not deal us such a fate, and
keep us far from such a calamity!—verily the wrath of The Truth overtakes th(:fse peo-
ple and He forsakes them for the vileness of their disobedience; anarchy rears its head
in their midst, opposing swords are drawn, [and] blood is shed. . ..

3. Then by divine decree one human being acquires some prosperity and powe, and
according to his deserts The Truth bestows good fortune upon him and gives him wit 3'5.1‘1
wisdom, wherewith he may employ his subordinates every one according to his mefis
and confer upon each a dignity and a station proportionate to his powers. He selects min-
isters and their functionaries from among the people, and giving a rank and post o cach
he relies upon them for the efficient conduct of affairs spiritual and temporal. If his sub-
jects tread the path of obedience and busy themselves with their tasks he will keep .(h-cm
untroubled by hardships, so that they may pass their time at ease in the shadoW Of his ]us
tice. If one of his officers or ministers commits any impropriety of opprcssion., he
only keep him at his post provided that he responds to correction, advice of Punﬁhmem’

1. In every age and ti
and, having adorned an
cerests of the world and the well-

From Nizam al-Mulk, 7%
ledge and Kegan Paul, 196

. Rout-
Baok of Government on Ruls for Kings,trans. Hubere Darke (London

©), 9-13, 62-65. Reprinted by permission of the publisher.




digging main canals, building bridges ac
farms, raising fortifications, building new townSS sgr:: vaters, rehabilitating villages and

pificent dwellings; he will have inns buile on the hj
knowledge; for which things he will be ren,
good works in the next world and biessingsownwﬂie:ef: e il gethag el i

: . howered upon him. . . .
4. - - - [God] furnished [the King] with powers and merits such as had been Jack-

ing in the prin .
S e b A i
B oot i Freiel g DLy dlSPOSftlon, }ntegrity, manliness,
Y ; » ge, [skill in] the use of various kinds of arms and ac-
complishment in several arts, pity and mercy upon the creatures of God, [strictness in]
the performance of vows and promises, sound faith and true belief, devotion to the
worship of God and the practice of such virtuous deeds as praying in the night,
supererogatory fasting, respect for religious authorities, honouring devout and pious
men, winning the society of men of learning and wisdom, giving regular alms, doing
good to the poor, being kind to subordinates and servants, and relieving the people of
oppressors. Following all this God gave him power and dominion as befitted his wor-
thiness and good faith, and made all the world subject to him, causing his dignity and
authority to reach all climes; all the dwellers on earth are his tributaries, and as long as

they seek his favour they are protected by his sword. . . .

On Recognizing the Extent of Gods Grace towards Kings

3. It has come down in a tradition from The ProPhcf (may Aﬂa? blezm(ﬁ?;i’;
him) that on the day of the resurrection, when anyone ¥ I-)r;ugl:i: v?r;l‘;vbc bound; if he
life] wiclded power and command over God’s Creatuf's’ htl; z:tdisc; but if he has been
has been just, his justice will loose bis hands and .Send-t}iiis hl:nds bound in chains.
unjust, his injustice will cast him into hell as he s, W whoever had any command in

4. There is also a tradition that on fesurre‘?uonb(-lay ts of his own house of over his
this world over God’s creatures, eVeR V¢! ch m_ha iinthe shepherd who tended his
own underlings, will be qucstioned about 1t; likew:

sheep will be required to answer for chat too':s Jeaving this world

5. They say that at the time of his father o them bot

; leas
ibn “‘Umar ibn al Khattab (may Al l%h;l??[?r:ar said ‘T the PSS i)
ain?

where and when shall I see you 38

h) asked, ‘O father,
|4 ‘Abd Allah
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THE POSTCLASS]CAL PERIO

]l see me in a dream tonight, tomoy

d by without his appearing ip , dr:

.d, ‘O father, did you not say thy, wl;um
n

dream and said ied. b
C[, ‘O son, ] was occupicd, bDecCause in the couq,

: ai ;
chree nights I should see you?’ He s dil apidat"-d and officials had not artey, ded,
)

: 15e had become :
try around Bg)g hdzdyaab:;ifg’s forefoot fell into @ hole on that bridge and wag brokey,
. ne aa '

repairing it. . for that.’
h answering
'Till now I have beent The Master of ¢

Said:
ﬂight: or th

i re soonet.
q would it were S0% Twelve years pass
e next mght-

ot
Then one night he saw him 11

he World (may Allah perpetuate hig gy

N iiirt:l zlr?;hat great day he will be aSk?d i for.all Kieweiof Gods
should know tha i sppnnd) and if he tries to transfer [his responsibility] to
creatures who are un Since this is so it behoves the king not to |, o

11 not be listened to-
cone else he will no : .
e tant matter to anyone else, and not to disregard the state of God’s Creature,
b aint himself, secretly and openly, with their

. by let him ever acqu
To the best of his ability le tionate hands, and preserve them from

conditions; let him protect them from-cxtor : ‘ |
cruel tyrants, so that the blessings resulting from those actions may come about in the

time of his rule, if Allah wills. . . .

1. It is incumbent upon the king to enquire into religious matters, to be 5.
quainted with the divine precepts and prohibitions and put them into practice, and o
ds of God (be He exalted); it is his duty to respect doctors of reli.

obey the comman ;
gion and pay their salaries out of the treasury, and he should honour pious and ab-

stemious men. Furthermore it is ficting that once or twice a week he should invite
religious elders to his presence and hear from them the commands of The Truth; he
should listen to interpretations of the Quran and traditions of The Prophet (may Al-
lah pray for him and give him peace); and he should hear stories abour just kings and
tales of the prophets (upon them be peace). During that time he should free his mind
from worldly cares and give his ears and attention [wholly] to them. Let him bid them
take sides and hold a debate, and let him ask questions about what he does not under-
stand; when he has learnt the answers let him commit them to memory. After this has
gone on for some time it will become a habit, and it will not be long before he has
learnt and m'er.norized most of the precepts of divine law, the meanings of the Quran
ij :::tittfj:;znbs °£ Tlfe' Prophet (upon him be peace). Then the way of prudence
innovator will be ;)l:le iil?tualh%nd i W.ﬂl Heapeh ety el
Al _uszz : 131 fror.n that Path. His judgment will be streng.the.fled
dom and great works v:ill s ri:lln f Cqul? T i klr}g-
and discord will be oyt outl:i)n tﬁe ?m ” h:'md& The b, . % Corrupmjl
bR Wik o] 1 liIEe of his empire, :I‘he hand of the righteous s :
in the next world he shall g4 s:lv € no more. In this world he shall have fame, ¢
3ge men will more than ever delj htaFlon’ _hl.gh degree and inestimable reward. In b
3. The most important th & l‘n gam_lng knowledge. 4 '
and religion are Jjj s e king needs is sound faith, because kingship
tke two brothers; when : it r
ever disturbance breaks out in the coun®
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+ RELIGION AN
D STATE IN ISLAM AND CHR
ISTIANITY »

.. suffers too; heretics and evi
cligion s i o d evil-doers appear; and
there is confusion in the country; >0 wirmcvs religious affairs are i
; are in

disofd“’ evil-d,
Moers et
;mporent and despondent; heresy grows rife and rebfkg:lWYler and render the king
€ themselves felr. . . .

The Story of Umar ibn Abd 4] Aziz and the Fam;
mine

;0. They say that in the days of ‘Umar ibn ‘Abd a]
him) there .was a famine and the people were in dis
proaCth him and complained saying, ‘O Commandtress. A party of Arabs ap-
consumed our own flesh and blood in the famine (th:tr _Of the Faithful, we have
und our cheeks have turned yellow because we ha is, we have become thin),
what is in your treasury; and as for that treasure it‘{::: lnot P .

, it be i

or to the servants of God. If it belongs to God’s Sewa:sg.ste‘lther t0 you or to God
God, He has no need of it; if it i it is ours; if it belongs to

; o G is yours, then [as the Quran 12. 88 says] “be chari-
wable unto us, for Allah will requite the charitable” . . . ; and if it is ours let us hav
it that jNe r‘nay escape-from these straits, for the skin is withered on our bodiese’
‘Umar 1bn' Al?d a% Aziz was moved to sympathy for them, and tears came into his
eye-S; he said, ‘I will do as you have said,” and in the same hour he gave orders for
their requests to be attended to and their wants to be supplied. When they were
about to get up and go, ‘Umar ibn “Abd al *Aziz (Allah’s mercy be upon him) said
‘O men where are you going? As you presented your case and that of the rest of

‘Aziz (Allah’s mercy be upon

God’s servants to me, so do you present my case to God’ (meaning: remember me in
your prayers). Then those Arab tribesmen lifted their eyes to heaven and said, ‘O
Lord, by Thy glory [we pray] that Thou wilt do unto ‘Umar ibn ‘Abd al ‘Aziz as he
did unto Thy servants.’ :

1. When they had done praying, immediately a cloud came up and it began to
rain heavily; a hailstone fell upon the bricks of ‘Umar’s palace; it broke in two and a
piece of paper fell from inside it. They looked at it and there was written upon it [in
Arabic], ‘This is a grace from Allah The Mighty to ‘Umar ibn ‘Abd al ‘Aziz [exempt-

ing him] from the fire.

DesaTE: CANON LAWYERS IN THE
TweLrTH CENTURY

A CHRISTIAN

the emperor of Germany,

Europe by the cleventh and twelfth centuries. A

had pitted Pope Gregory VII against

The growth of state power,
raised new church-state issues in
famous controversy in the eleventh century

e, 10501300 (Englewood Cliffs, N.J.: Prentice-Hall,

From Brian Tierney, The Crisis of Church and 5t4
1964), 122-26.
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» THE POSTCLASSICAL PERIOD -+

rul .
Henry IV over the issue of whether Seﬂlla;‘ 2 e‘: had Ay right
the efnpel'.o e Gregory insisted on the su.p remac)-’ A p e church jn relio;
appoint bishops. absolving Germans of religious obligations to obey their rule,
matters and, by abso g debate, from the end of e e

The followin:
mperor to back down. he § : .
f:;tt::ye isI;:etween two eminent jurists. Church (canon) law was bemmmg i,

i law provided different arguments g,

the revival of Roman o  abous

elabm'latet’haij‘:[eb:te Huguccio favors the emp?ror s side. A_la.nm mes- interprey.

srage ;‘lthe Bible, including the idea that Christ conveyed his authority ¢, e

tul):)s l(:ecﬂmc the first pope, plus claims about the power Constantine gave
w

church, to support papal supremacy.

Up until the coming of Christ the impe.

nucuccio: After the coming of the Truth.
d, for the same man was emperor 304

rial and pontifical rights were not separate !
. But the offices and rights of the emperor and the pontiff were separageg

by Christ and some things, namely temporal affairs,.were assigned to the emperor,
others, namely spiritual affairs, to the pontiff, and this was done. for the sake of pre.
serving humility and avoiding pride. If the emperor or the pontiff held all offices he
would easily grow proud but now since each needs the other and sees that he is not
fully self-sufficient he is made humble. . . . Here it can clearly be gathered that each
power, the apostolic and imperial, was instituted by God and that neither is derived
from the other and that the emperor does not have the sword from the apostle. . ..
All these contrary arguments seem to imply that the emperor receives the power of
the sword and the imperial authority from the apostle and that the pope makes him
emperor and can depose him. I believe however, that the emperor has the power of
the sword and the imperial dignity from election by the princes and people, . . . for
there was an emperor before there was a pope, an empire before a papacy. Again the
words, “Behold, here are two swords” (Luke 22:38), were spoken to symbolize the
fact that the two powers, namely the apostolic and imperial, are distinct and sepa-
rate. If, therefore, it is anywhere stated or implied that the emperor has the power of
the sword from the pope, I understand it as meaning the unction and confirmation
wh?ch he has from the pope when he swears fidelity to him; for before this, although
he 1s not called emperor, he is an emperor as regards dignity though not as regards
unction, and before this he has the power of the sword and exercises it. When it s
said that the Pope can depose him I believe this to be true, but by the will and con-
iSF rlllteolfath; Ly i.f he is convicted before them. Then I take it, in the last resot
i e e e
still he is not corrected th fi . d e remo.ved frol.n lloaltyl to biz .' .h
expelled by armed £ en finally he is justly smitten with a sentence and gt/
7 #mec lorce, and another legitimately elected. But by whom i e

pontiff. .

38




* RELIGION AND STATE IN'1S8AM AND CHRISTIANIT
Y o

d? By the lord b
entence pronounced? By pope before whom I . :
;rinces if the Roman pontiff has approved this, € was convicted or by his

ALANUS: This mdt:ed 1S. <-:ertam according to everyone, that the pope has jurisdiction
over the emperor in spiritual matters so that he can bind and loose him . . . but, ac
cording O Huguccio, by no means in temporal matters though :

. the pope can judge
1o temporal matters and depose him by the wish of the princes who elect him ac-
cording to customary law. According to Huguccio the emperor has the sword from

God alone e fror-n t.he.p Ope except as regards coronation and confirmation, and
he has full imperial jurisdiction beforehand although he is not called emperor.

But in truth, and according to the Catholic faith, he is subject to the pope in spir-
icual matters and also receives his sword from him, for the right of both swords be-
longs to the pope. This is proved by the fact that the Lord had both swords on earth
and used both as is mentioned here, and he established Peter as his vicar on earth and
Il Peter’s successors. Therefore today Innocent has by right the material sword. If you
deny this you are saying that Christ established a secular prince as his vicar in this re-
gard. Again Peter said to the Lord, “Behold, here are two swords” (Luke 22:38), so the
material sword too was with Peter. Again if the emperor was not subject to the pope
in temporalities he could not sin against the church in temporalities. Again the church
is one body and so it shall have only one head or it will be a monster.

This opinion is not invalidated by the fact that there were emperors before there
were popes, because they were only de facto emperors, and none except th'ose who be-
lieved in the true God had a right to the sword; nor do infidel rulers have it nc{wa_daylrs.
Likewise it is not invalidated by the fact that Constantine conferred temporal jurisdic-

tion on [pope] Sylvester. . . . : —
From his plenitude of right the pope could take away the City and other posses

i if the emperor was unwilling. : ;
Slonfl'e}r: Ielrirlfpte}llror thin has the sword from the pop e Mosha mdee: 50:1::2 ‘toﬂf::
him, not the pope, but every bishop has his bishopric from the pop;han ye ther};fopre
does not confer it but rather canonical election of the clergy (.1(.)68' | aﬂfag:i;d can de-
is the ordinary judge of the emperor in both tem_poral and spmtuaher i
pose him. . . . But can he depose him for any crime? I ansv;rer, rat - T
he is determined to persist in it, and even then p e n{-)t ozazi};cord of heresy. But
those which harm the pcople, as for instanc.:e e C Ontml-lehed? ] answer no, because
could the pope keep the material sword for himself if he ;lws 0u1;1 b grevly disurbe d
the Lord divided the swords as is said here; and the church ™

by this. . . .
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